[Synthesis of a potential metabolite of the carcinostatic bendamustin (Cytostasen)].
The synthesis of the methylester of (5-[Bis(2-chlorethyl)amino]-1-methyl-benzimidazolyl-(2))ethanolic acid (4) has been described. The assumption that the butanoic acid group of the anticancer drug bendamustine (Cytostasan) will be biotransformed in patients to the ethanoic acid group as found for chlorambucil has been disproved by means of a comparison of the methylated metabolites and 4 by MS and HPLC.